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When through this ancient land of India
the English engineers laid telegraphs and
dug railroads, they little thought that at
the same time they were revolutionizing
the Government. Yet, given the absence
of any consciously countervailing force,
nothing was more inevitable than that
through this cause the Indian polity should
suffer change, and it might with equal
certainty have been predicted that the
change would be in the direction of cen-
tralization of function. In the first place,
the telegraphs and the railway postal
service enormously facilitated the dispatch
of orders to and the receipt of reports
from outlying officers. An occurrence in
a distant district can now be reported
on and orders passed in a few hours by
telegraph. Even by post fewer days
would be spent in transit than weeks in
the olden time. By these means alone
the control of the secretariats over distant
officers has been so strengthened as to
be practically revolutionized.
Then, with increased travel not only
are natives less overawed by local
authority and local tradition and more